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THE CLAY-COLORED’ SP "ARROW IN ONTARIO 


By D. Ei Perks 


The Clay-colored sparrow ( Spizella pallida ), a western sparrow, has, 
during this century become established in a number of widely separated localities 
in Ontario. A more nondescript bird could hardly be found } resembling the domnton 
Chipping Sparrow, it lacks this bird's red cap. Autumn birds are even more confusing 
but the brownish rump serves to separate it from the gray-rumped ."chippy". 


Clay-colored sparrows nest in grassy fields overgrown with small bushes. 
Mr. A. Mitchener of Collingwood has this to say about them: 

"On June 12th, 1952, I discovered a nest of this species. The location 
of bhe nest and the colony is an old pasture field of some twenty-five to thirty 
acres in extent, overgrown with hawthorn, wild rosebushes and wild apple. The nest 
which contained four blue eggs, similar to the eggs ofthe Chipping Sparrow, was 
placed some eight to ten inches from the ground in the lower growth of a wild rose 
bush. I have.found several other nes ts of this sparrow and they all follow the 
same pattern in location, all were constricted of dried grasses, the inner portion 
made from finer grasses. The nests are rather bulky for so small a sparrow. I have 
noted that the Cowbird parasitizes the nesting Clay-colored sparrows and these birds 
appear to deserb the nest when the foreign egg is discovered". 


The son S of this sparrow is very insect-like, a series of flat buzzes. 

° ne } on £ huzz or a series of several. Dr. W. W. H. Gunn's latest record 
FINCHES -Sounds of Nature, Volume 6 - aptly portrays the songs of this bird for 
those who wish to learn more about them. 


The following summary is principally 
of this species throughout Ontario. 


'first records" to show the spread 


•^24 , , The G1 ay-colored Sparrow was considered accidental in Ontario prior to 

the turn of the century. First-record in Ontario-was.made by the- late W. E. 

sex n rountv h0 & male ° n May 9th > W, near-Mount B-rydges in Mddle- 

* i When bhe SpeCles evaded western Ontario- is unknown, tut it was 
probably early .in this century. • * 


T s nfS rec ° rd cam ® fPort Arthur when a nest with eggs was collected by 
came' During 11 was eleven years before another observation^ 
Ontario alsQ S S Peri ° the s P ecaes apparently began nesting in southern 


1922 


.1927 


. Observed at. Port Arthur, July 20th- and 21st by P rofessor W. Kaelz A 

fanu-ly gr-°-u P was seen during August 18th and 20th And some were collected. 

ori Mav 28th 6 Ind a ?nff ‘ S ‘ Dal ® n ° ted Cla y- c °lored sparrows at-Mount Brydges 

w el f Lto^the ye “' (1923) ' 28th * 

E. M. S. Dale collected a nest containing four eggs on June 11th in Middle- 
sox bounty, . , 



1929 A Royal Ontario Museum field party found the birds common in clearings in 
the western Rainy River district. Six adults were collected at Emo by L. L. 
Snyder. One adult at Big Fork and two adults and two young at Rainy River were 
collected by J. L. Baillie. 

1930 H. B. Haugh collected a female May 28th at Hawkestone, Simcoe County. At 
Golden Lake, Renfrew County, H. Lloyd saw one July 10th and collected the bird 
on July 11th. 

1931 Professor T. F. Mcllwraith found one at Toronto on May 28th, A male bird 

— was collected by C-.H.D. Clarke near Goderich on June 28th. Saunders and Dale 

observed another southeast of London on June 26th. L. L. Snyder observed one 
June 26th in the southern Algoma district. Messrs. Snyder, Shortt and Baillie 
found a colony at Little Rapids and there collected three adults and two young 
on July 20th. 

1932 . A. A. Wood noted a Clay-colored Sparrow in a field ten miles northwest-of 
London July 15th. At Kenora L. Patterson found them'well-established and breed¬ 
ing in almost every meadow. R. Fryer observed them at Lac Lou near Kenora.on 

, July 3 rd. 

■1933 Two Clay-colored Sparrows (male singing) were observed between Port Franks 

and Grand Ben in. Lambton County. These birds were seen by G. W. Knetchel on 
May 15th. 

■ 1935 0. E'. Devi,tt .saw on,e bird at .Wasaga June 10th. 

1936 G. W. North reported one from Lake Medad May 10th. At Nancy Lake (near 
King City) R. D. Ussher observed one May 24th, 2 5th and 31st. 

1937 A Royal Ontario Museum party collected several Clay-colored Sparrows in 
western Ontario during the summer. A male was collected at Ingolf June 8th 
by T. M. Shortt. Two males and a female at Ingolf June 9th by Shortt and 

L. L. Snyder. A female was collected at Murillo July 19th. The species bred 
at all these places. R. D, Ussher observed one near Holland River (King 
Township) May 31st. One was noted at Point Pelee by H. F. Lewis on May 11th. 

1938 Two nests were found in the Port Arthur area this year, both nests 
containing four eggs; the first was found by L. S. Dear on May 29 th and the 
second by A. E. Allin on Jur- 10th. J. L. Baillie et al. noted the .bird at 
Point. Pelee May 15th, and 16th. George M. Stirrett in "The Spring Birds of 
Point Pelee National Park" points out that the bird appears to be a rare but 
irregular transient at the Point, earliest seen May 3rd, latest May 22nd, with 
never more than two being seen at any one time. At Providence Bay, Manitoulin 
Island, J. L. Baillie observed: three of these birds on June 10th and 29th. 

1941 Mr. Dilling collected a single bird at Bowmanville on May 7th. 

1942 A male bird was collected at Fort Albany at the mouth of the Albany River, 
James Bay, on June 15th by the late C. E. Hope. This was:an, extreme distribu¬ 
tional record from northern Ontario but is probably part of an. established but 
sparse population. 
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1943 Dr. R. M. Saunders found one in High Park, Toronto, on May 14th and two 
at Highland Creek, fork County, May 29th. A single bird had been found there 
a week earlier (May 23rd) by J.-Crosby and C, MacFayden. 

1944 One was observed at Saratoga swamp (near Godericti) by H. Lancaster on’’ 

July 5th and another collected at Four-mile Lake, Somerville Township (near 

Coboconk) by A. A. Outram. 

1945 J-'i L. Baillie observed'one at Sharon, York County, June 23rd. C, H. 

.. r o ZavitiS; : found a singing bird at Bayfield, Huron County, July 14 th. On November 
7th of this year J. L. Baillie found one at Hanlan's Point, Toronto Island, 

O': ; v. Dr. R. M.-Saunders and J. L. Baillie noted one on McMaster Ave., Toronto on 

May 21st and 22nd. R. D. Ussher found one at Midhurst, Simcoe County, May 28th, 

ro.. • 29th and another at Vivian, York County, during the summer.. 

1947 Ron Tasker saw one at Hogg's Hollow, Toronto, on May 1st and another or 

the same bird again June 8th and 15th. J. L. Baillie observed the species at 

Gore Bay (Manitoulin) May 28th and 29th., R. D. Ussher found the species at 
Miller'Lake, Bruce County, during June and at Vivian during the summer, 

' Dr. W.- W. H. Gunn found a singing male near Newcastle, Durham County., in June, 
Two autumn records came to light when Mrs. 0. S. Mitchell at Streetsville 
identified a single bird of this species on October 1st and Arnold Dawe 
identified one at Thistletown, Etobicoke Township, on November 9th, 

1945 C. H. D. Clarke noted one at Vivian,.'about-May 20th and two others at 

the same place on May 28th. One of these birds was collected, J # M # -Speirs 
observed one new Penetang on May 23rd at a pine plantation southwest of town, 
Fred Helleiner found one at Highland Creek during May. On July 4th, B, Nathan 
listened, to two of these birds singing at Port Severn on the county road west 
to Lone Pine-Lodge. Mr. F. Warburton observed two or three.singing males at 
SaultSte. Marie from May 23rd to la + e June. He found three nests, all with 
e 88lr grassy fields overgrown with low willows in which the nests were 
placed four to fourteen inches up, T. M. Shortt heard a single bird at Fort 
Alhany, James Bay, July 1st. 

1942 An adult male Clay-colored Spiarrow was collected at Bradley's marsh, 

Lambton County, by A. A. Wood on May 16th. H. Lancaster saw one June 19th 
at-. Aldboro in Elgin County. During July H. D. Mitchell noted the bird at 
Port Severn. On May 16th J. L. Baillie found one a half-mile south of 
. Morpeth, Kent County. 

122£ W. Caster observed a single male in fields off Manse Road south of Highway 

No..2.in•West Hill, Scarboro Township. He found at least one during each 
subsequent year until 1954 when he and D. E. Perks found two, Later J. L. 

.Baillie noted these'birds on the 3rd and 24 th of July. The area was later 
burned and no further reports have been received. J. M.- Speirs found another 
at Highland Creek north of Highway No. 2 off Danforth Road on May '23rd, Though 
various birders saw these birds during this and following years, no nesting 
records came to light. However, during 1950 Messrs. T. Swift, D. Scovell and 
D. West noted the first breeding record in the.Toronto area. On July 2nd at 
Glenorchy, Halton County, north of Highway No. 5ythey found a pair feeding a 
young bird out of the nest. F. Helleiner observed a single bird five miles 
east of Bracebridge' on' June' 23rd. 
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.-t951 . The late C. ,E. Hope and J. L. Baillie returned to Glenor-chy-and -from -a.. 

■ dozen birds collected Wo on July 18th. - 

4952 D. Scovell and D. Beacham searched Glenorchy this year in vain for signs 

. of the Clay-colored Sparrow. • The small hawthorns had been cleaned out and a 
pond .built for cattle. .The entire' area had changed and no doubt was now 
unsuitable for the birds. However, 1952 saw them-nesting.for the first time 
at Camp Borden when F. Munro watched a pair feeding young. A Craigleith, 

,G..Francis found a bird of this species on May 24th during a regular Toronto ■ 
Field Naturalists* Club outing. .He returned June 3rd and found a nest four 
. feet up in a small hawthorn bush. On June 12th, A. Mitchener of Collingwood 
- found another nest in a wild rose bush,in the same area. He has returned 
bach year since 1952 ' and usually finds two to four.pairs each nesting season. 
Average arrival in spring is May.10th to 15th; no records have been made for 
departure. 

1953 R. W. Trowem reported one at.Point Pelee on May 1st, the earliest known 
record of the species at this locality in spring. The bird, has probably been 
seen at Point Pelee every year in recent years as more people leam to identify 


1954 .( Eric Mills first recorded the bird at Ottawa on May 20th. W. Schaefer 

found. a nest with three eggs plus one of the Cowbird at Ayr near Kitchener, 
on June 10th. N. Shantz discovered a pair in the process of nest building* 

.by a gravel road approximately <pne mile east from the village of Roseville, 

;. in bhe ( County: of Waterloo. The nest contained three eggs of the Clay-colored 

, . .Sparrow plus one. of the Cowbird which was removed. The first egg hatched 

June 10th and the adults and two young were seen in the Vicinity on July 3rd. 
A pair were seen in the same area again in 1955 but no nest was found. 

, J. M. Speirs noted the bird at Sault Ste...Marie June 18th and 30th and also 
July 22nd and ,26th. 

1951, ; .. _ °ne was observed at Purpleville, York County, June 14th by J., L.7Baillie. 

J. M. Speirs found the species at Port Arthur May 28th, 30th and June 8 th 
also at Sault Ste, Marie on June 10th. 

i256 . J. M,. Speirs found the birds at several places, near the lakehead; at 

orfon on May 22nd, 2 7th, . June 16th, 20th and 25th; at Port Arthur on 
May 26th, June , 11th and 3.0th and at Silver Islet on May 25th, Dr. and Mrs. 

D. R. Gunn observed five Clay-colored Sparrows at Rice Lake in Northumberland 
County on September 10th. Dr. D. R. Gunn and G. Fairfield had seen one at 

. . Rattray's marsh in Lorne Park, Peel County, on May 12th. Dr. H. H. Axiell 

S .^ dle -^^ three Clay-colored Sparrows apparently on adjacent territories two 
. ma - s east of Matheson (between Kirkland Lake and Cochrane) on June 13th 
Di\. R. M. Saunders observed one bird at Highland. Creek July 15 th and 24 th 
also one at Terra Cotta, Peel County, on.October 6 th. One was seen at 
Roekhouse Point, Haldimand County, on May 7th by A. Schaffner and R. L. - 
.Brownstein. 

1917 ^Speirs found the birds at Dorion on several days during May June 

and July. He found three at Port Arthur on July 4th and one at Otasawian 
River.between Longlac and Hearst on July 16th. Mr. J. Hogg at the David 
Dunlap Observatory, Richmond Hill, heard and saw one on June. 27th-, The 
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first nest of this bird to be discovered in the Toronto area ms found on 
June 30th by Dr, D. R. Gunn in a small bush;in this locality. The nest contained 
broken egg shells and.was removed to the Royal Ontario Museum where formal 
identification was made. 

1959 On June'23rd, two miles east of Matheson, Or. and Mrs. H. H. Axtell found 

two singing males on territory, and a bird acting 1-ike a female on the terri¬ 
tory of .one ; they found another- singing seven miles east of this spot on the 
same- day. '•-■ • • ■' 

1 960 A. R. Clark and R. L. Brownstein saw one south of Smithville, Gainsbor- 
■ough-'Township, Lincoln County, on-September 18th. J. M. Speirs found a 

■ singing.bird at:Rouge Hills^ Pickering Tovtoship-, June 12th. 

This species can be expected to appear in the Toronto area after the 
first, week- in May and during the summer. Autumn records are very scarce due to 
the difficulty in -identifying the fall plumages of sparrows and the close resem¬ 
blance to the immature chipping sparrow. The five recorded by the Gunns' at Rice 
Lake during September a.re. probably-migrants. Mrs. Mitchell's bird on October 1st 
and Dr. Saunders' records of October 3rd and 6th are likely averages for fall 
departure, while Mr. Baillie's of November 7th and Mr. Dawe's of November 9th are 
probably extremes. , . ...■•■ 

•.-. . ■ Lh.:. ■ 

I. wish to thank all those who sent in records, especially Mr, J. L. 

Bai,llie who had,almost all records and Mr. A, Mitchener for his informative notes 
on the nesting .of this species. , •< 

Editor's Note ' 

0 ; ''-J'.'; ‘ ’ ■ '■ 

'We thank Mr, D. 'E. Perks for his informative outline on the nesting 
status of the Clayrcolored Sparrow in Ontario. This article will acquaint bird 
observers with the exact status of this species in our province and alert them 
in its autumn pursuit. Earlier commitments prevented using this article in 
THE WOOD DUCK Sootier, but wo might still catch up with a late departure.date for 
the Clay-colored Sparrow, 

■ -:bb;- ' -:BBr . 


WILD RICE, Zio ani a, agua tica , .is a most popular wildlife 
food. It will grow in water up ; to' three feet deep, on soft 
bottom soil. Wild Rice reseeds itself each year and is found 
in marshy lakes or ponds, as well as in bays and coves, It 
attracts waterfowl, songbirds, upland game birds, muskrats, . 
deer and moose over a great territorial range, 

WILD CELERY, Tape Grass, Val l isneria americana, produces 
clusters of leaves like long pale-green ribbons. The tubers 
grow quickly in fresh water and provide food for ducks during 
migration as well as for muskrat and fish. 
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ALE W IVES I'M GEORGIAN. BAY 


By G. G. Toner 

Supplied for publication by FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS 


At Owen Sound, recently, alewives were noted, in a comatose or dying 
condition, in the harbour. Reports in the press indicate that the alewives are in 
this sad state throughout the Bay, and windrows of them have been seen washed up on 
the beaches. Indeed, it is said that tons of these dead fish have been removed from 
the,sands of Wasaga Beach. 

Alewives are an Atlantic coast fish. They run into the fresh water rivers 
to spawn, from the Gulf of St. Lawrence south to North Carolina. They are strongly 
migratory during the spawning runs, and they have entered the Upper Great Lakes by 
way of the Welland Canal. They are supposed to have been native to Lake Ontario, 
where, ninety years ago, they were reported to be dying and lying in windrows along 
the shores of. Toronto Island. There is some evidence, however, that suggests that 
these fish entered Lake Ontario after the St. Lawrence Canals were built, before 
1830. They entered many lakes in the ftideau system about 1910, for it was only 
after that date that, they were reported from that location. Other lakes, notably 
the Finger Lakes of New York. State, have stocks of land-locked alewives. 

The late Dr. G. B. Reed, and this writer, worked on the diseases and 
bacteriology of fishes at Queen's University in the late thirties. We were inves¬ 
tigating., the "red sore" of pike, and we found that the bacteria, presumed to be 
responsible for these sores, was Proteus hydrophilus . This bacteria was widespread 
throughout the Western Rideau waters, Lake Ontario, and the St. Lawrence# We found 
that it was causing "red leg disease" in frogs, and inflamed livers and kidneys in 
goldfish and suckers. It caused death in snakes, and laboratory mice, and-labor¬ 
atory minnows. Even the waters of certain lakes carried stocks of P. hydrophilus. 
Finally we tied it in .with the widespread dying-off of- the alewives of Lake Ontario. 
However, we did not find a cure or even a suggestion as to how the bacteria could be 
controlled. There is, a-quite profitable field yet for a bacteriologist, but we, 
working on a- grant, found money was lacking for further investigation. This so often 
happens. All our material can be found on record in the Canadian Journal of Research 
about 1942. 

Alewives have little economic importance, particularly those that are 
landlocked. The lake trout may feed on them, and they may be taken by other 
predaceous fishes, but they do not seem to be of any value in the markets. Ale¬ 
wives, along the coast, are taken with the herring, and the two fishes are often 
sold together. Its Latin name is Alosa pesudoharengus . a literal translation of 
which is "shed that looks like a herring" - a truly descriptive term for these fish. 

Alewives are a herring-like silvery fish,' compressed laterally. They seem 
to be deeper, with more belly than has the true herring. They range in length, when 
adult, from five or six inches to eight or even more, and the average weight is seven 
or eight ounces. They are blue-black on the dorsal surface, and silvery on the sides 
and underneath. Their scales are comparatively large and silvery, and are easily 
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Spawning takes place in the fast waters of the rivers. I have watched 
them, at this time,-and .have-..seen the female start f rom the bottom and go straight 
up to the surface accompanied by several males. Eggs and sperm, presumably, are 
emitted during this upward rush, for the fish seem to settle back on the bottom 
following this run. The young alewives, looking like dark-coloured thread, about 
three-eighths of an inch in length,: appear, in uncountable millions, in about 
fourteen days. Alewives may spawn mere than once, for there are a number of year- 
classes, as shown by the scale readings, 

.'i': i.'. • . ■ • 

Alewives are often called shad but this name is a misnomer. Shad are 
larger fishes, found on the Atlantic coast. And while they resemble the alewife 
when small-are-different in many ways.... .Alewife is the common English name of our 
Great Lakes'fish. . v . • 

• ■ / i ' t t : • • ‘ .. , . . . i 

• ■! . : ' 

. •' . 

' ‘ ; i .» • • • 

•...'. FROM THE DESK TRA Y : Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 

Stimulates Naturalists 

In the October/November 19611E..G..N....NEWS", the Federation 
of Ontario Naturalihts-commends the Hamilton Naturalists' Club on the 

■ .purchase of its 95-acre " SPOOKY HOLL OW" near Normandale, to be set : - 

aside in its present unspoiled state "as a Sanctuary for all wildlife . ' 

’ "Congratulations Hamilton Naturalists' Club! ' This is great 

i ‘ news M ; •' ' r‘ ■ ■ '■■■ •• : ' o 

' , comments the 1 FiO.M 1 .' ■ ■■■ o-o: 

' Mr. Harry v Bbarretty "Farmleigh", Port Dover, Ontario, in 
; 'ah appreciated let-t&r had this to say: hi •••" . 

‘ •* * • " f • • . ! ‘ : {/; 

■ ' ■'t\ f "V/e-are-happy to hoar of tho ' SPOOKY' HOLLOW 1 Sanctuary 

,y arid 1 hdpe to be able tb afford at least a token contribution. t 

1 - 1 My 1 Wife- and I hafe roamed it-and the Anderson property west of it 
Wahy times 'and Wished we- could 'affo'rid to safe its beauty, • This is 1 
■ even r bfetteri"•••'- ■ ;• .v.-r.* . • ' -y -j 

We are proud to share these words of praise and encour¬ 
agement ■ with ; th'e ; members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club’ - . 5 i 

Let us all'give 1 thought to this project now effectively •'■"■[ft '•'• 
under way. No contribution is too small. SUPPORT THE SANCTUARY 
FUND of the Hamilton:Naturalists' Club. : 

liw •.. -5HH5- ,-iBHr ' . •: Oif 


■ 'SAGO PONDWEED, Potamogeton pectinatus, is - a- perennial that 
grows under the w r ater, and occurs in fresh or moderately brackish 
■water. Marshbirds and shorebirds, as well as waterfowl make great 
use of its abundance of large seeds. The items, leaves arid r'ooP 
stalks of this plant are also edible. 
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MEW BOOKS FOR CLUb M E M B, -E R & 

AT THE 

HAMILTON P U b L IC Lib R A R Y 


by Annie J, Hunt 

Two short but worthwhile volumes added to the natural history shelves in 
the Arts and Science department have the descriptive titles, Ten little housemates 
an d Men, ants and elephants . In Ten little housemates Karl von Frisch, director 
of the Institute of zoology in the University of Munich, writes about house-flies, 
gnats, fleas, bed-bugs, lice, clothes moths, cockroaches, silverfish, spiders and 
ticks, that is the small creatures which sometimes enter homes. It is a h’lmorous 
presentation in simple, non-technical language of the. lives and habits of these 
uninvited guests. In Men , ants and elephants P. K. Weyl discusses size in' the 
animal world and Anthony Ravielli illustrates his explanation with copious 
drawings. 


The wonders of life on earth by the editorial staff of Life magazine and 
Lincoln Barnett is a superb companion volume to The world we live, in which deals 
with the sciences that relate to the universe in the realms of astronomy:, geology, 
biology, paleontology, geography, oceanography and meteorology. The new work tells 
the story of life itself; what it is, what has shaped it and how, The book is 
partly a compilation of popular nature articles which appeared in Life from 1957 

to 1959, produced under the direction of Patricia Hunt, nature editor, Hundreds 

of coloured photographs and paintings in the usual Life format present an amazing 

panorama of evolution. The book begins with an account of the career of Charles 

Darwin written by Sir Julian Huxley, Lincoln Barnett with competent scientific 
journalism describes the findings of Charles Darwin during his historic voyage 
around the world in the Beagle, December 27, 1831 - October 2, 1836. This 
informative text retraces his travels to South America, Australia and New Zealand, 
Africa, the Galapagos and other islands along the way, discusses Darwin's revolu-* 
tionary theories of evolution and natural selection and adds the findings of 
today's naturalists on the pageant of nature. This authoritative, elaborate 
picture book is a worthwhile introduction to the work of Charles Darwin and thus 
to the evolution of bird, fish, plant, insect and animal life on earth. 

Two of the fascinating remote island groups, which Charles Darwin visited 
on his famous voyage in H.M.S. Beagle, are treated in the new books this month, 
Galapagos in the Pacific and Ascension in the Atlantic. . • • 

Galapagos, by Dr, Irenaus Eibl—Eibesfeldt, specialist in the field of 
vertebrate behaviour, tells of his work with the unique animals on these unusual 
islands. The book, translated from the German by A. H, Brodrick, is well-illustrated 
with photographs. This is a graphic and exciting publication of experience with 
natural life in a faraway place. 

. . Wideawak e island by Bernard Stonehouse is a first hand account of the 
^nri 1Sh u ( ?^ >n f t,h ? l0gi&fc£ ' Union centenary expedition to Ascension Island in October 
9o/ unoil April 1959 to study the birds and general biology there. This is not 
only a report and summary of a scientific study but also a lighb-hearted, adven- 
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turous tale of life on a strange land. The author is a noted explorer and zoologist. 
The book contains numerous photographs of the sea birds investigated. 

Asa Gray was the leading American Botanist of the nineteenth century and a 
creative member of Darwin's inner circle of scientific friends. His well-written, 
lengthy biography Asa Gray, 1B10-18B8 by A. H. Dupree is on the shelves in the 
Arts and. Science department. The author is associate professor of history at the 
University .of California. 

' 4HHS- -SHHS- 4BH* 

A SEASON FOR STICKTIGHTS ’ : • 


f By E. Harwood 

' ... Reprinted from Bulletin 

Richmond Hill Naturalists 

Crisp air, bright sun and a tangle of burs: a walk through the October 
countryside is likely to provide them all. You return home intoxicated with nature's 
beauty to find your best tweed or flannel covered with sticky, prickly seed pods. 
Must you give in to a show of bad temper? Why not, instead, take a scientific 
approach? Analyze the collection as you remove it and let your air of calm detach¬ 
ment serve as inspiration to all. 

You have, no doubt', to begin with, picked up some fine specimens of bur¬ 
dock. These large, reddish, bristly burs are on the whojfe easily removed. You 
might pause a moment to reflect on the burdock, to remember the beauty ; of its 
magenta bloom so brilliant under the August sun or recall the joys of childhood 
days when burdock heads stuck together made wonderful baskets and wreaths. 

If you have burs which are flattish, three ob four-jointed pods, you have 
been in touch with the tick trefoils. To this family belongs the hapdsome Canadian 
tick trefoil whose dull pink flowers adorned paths and trails eariier in the year. 

If your burs have prongs, you have collected specimens of the bidens 
(two-toothed) family known commonly as sticktights. Beggar-ticks or pitchforks 
belong to this family as well as the familiar bur marigold whose cheerful yellow 
daisy-like flower brightened your path in late summer. . 

Your small round burs belong probably to agrimony which is-"common on 
borders of woods and in thickets". Earlier this plant put out slender spikes of 
five petalled yellow flowers, the calyx being covered with tiny hooked bristles. 

The pleasant odour of the agrimony in stems, leaves and roots led to its use in 
pioneer days as a substitute for tea. We are told that among the many:bunches of 
fried herbs that horned kitchen or garret walls or festooned the open fireplace in 
old Colonial homes, the agrimony was always conspicuous. 

If your dog went along the walk, his collection of burs will doubtless 
exceed yours. You may find he has picked up interesting specimens of blue'bur 
(sometimes known as stickseed or sheep bur) and perhaps hound's tongue or gypsy 
flower as well. 

Enthusiasm thus aroused, you will be ready for another long tramp to whet 
your scientific curiosity. Next October, perhaps? 
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c.:.'.. • ■: # T H E SIGNPOST * 

WE PREPARE FOR WINTER 

"For weeks and weeks the autumn world .gtood 3-till" 

While still the pageantry of Autumn hangs its colours, the 
sombre onset of winter makes its meaning clear. Galls of winter 
birds, the nuthatch and chickadee, sound out but close at hand. 

Squirrels' activity mounts almost to a frantic peak. And field 
mice seek secret entrance to our home. Even as we contemplate, 
we prepare for winter. Here, with the news and notes, we draw 
your attention to preparations and arrangements that spell winter 
activity clubwise. 

First,—we are sorry, sorry that ALBERT I, GORMAN , our 
1961-62 President, has been forced to an unavoidable decision 
to resign for the time being. Many thanks, Ab, from all of us 
-u for your untiring efforts on our behalf and for your promise to 
continue your work with " THE WOOD DUCK ", 

To MARION SHIVAS ,' formerly First Vice-president, goes our • 
boundless admiration and gratitude for assuming the President's 
role cheerfully, cooperatively, with no murmur or dissent. 

, • Finally,'—we welcome MR,* R.A.H. WESTMQHE , 116 Hostein Jlrive, 

Ancaster, as Chairman of the Publicity Committee. This is a 
great task that we consign' to your efforts. Good luck and wel¬ 
come, Mr. Westmore! 

These new arrangements are duly noted on Page 2 of this 
issue of " THE WOOD DUCK " . Let us accord our Executive our 
full cooperation in the execution of winter tasks which lie 
ahead. 

We remind you now that Membership Fees are'now due. Please 
contact Miss Evelyn Morris, Chairman, Membership Committee, 

Apt. 401, i07 St, Joseph's Drive, Hamilton (JA. 2-5939). "THE 
WOOD DUCK " will not be sent to those in arrears after November 

. 19517 

FIELD EVENTS : V ' • ■ 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5th. 1961 - BANNISTER-MARSH 

On our trip to the BANNISTER MARSH we' shall anticipate the sight of 
hawks and some very pretty terrain. The meeting place will be,the Teacher^ 

College parking lot. We advise you to bring a lunch. 

YOUR SIGNPOST : Time: 9.30A.M. 

Place: Parking Lot, Teachers' College, 

Main Street, West, Hamilton. 

Leader: • Mr. Albert I. Gorman (JA.7-0312) 
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SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 25th, 1961 - AUTO HIKE around NORT H SHORE OF BAY 

"In these gray, withered days", we promise that' the waterfowl observations 
to be made along the north shore of the Bay will reward the naturalist afield 
in November. Under the leadership of RAY LOWES, this trek will set forth. 


YOUR SIGNPOST: 


Tims: • 
Place: 
Leade r: 


10.00 A.M. 

High Level Bridge, Hamilton. 

n t '> T-ir t f 'An \ 


Mr, Ray Lowes (FU. 5- 


9183). 




SUNDAY. DECEMBER 3rd-. 1961 - NIAGARA : RIVER MOTOR TRIP 

Dr. Robert MacLaren will lead 'a winter' tour along the Niagar a River in the 
hope of seeing lots of gulls and ducks. You are advised (warned?) to dress in 
warm clothes and to bring along, a lunch. 


YOUR SIGNPOST: ' 


r-o; 9.00 A.M. 

Place: Main and Ottawa Streets, 

Hamilton 

Leader: Dr„ Robert MacLaren (JA. 7-1619)• 






% ; out- .." • 

W 

* ; NOVEMBER M ONTHL Y MEETING ■' * 

•>(- ! i'.. 

* MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11th, 1961 at 8.00 P.M. # 

* V ~ . “ “ # 

* ■ An'eminent speaker and expert in hi-s ; field of natural . tu 

* science, an Associate Professor of Botany at'McMa-stdr University, # 

* has been invited to address our gathering at; the/November'meeting 

: ; ' •)!- 

V". .'A * 

■' : 

■ >'•' X 

■!!- 


Our speaker on this occasion will be - 

D R. W. D. M a c C L E M E N T 


* and the title of his discussion - • - 

* ..a.'. ■ 

* " OUT OF THE ICE AGE; 


* YOUR SIGNPOST : 


Lecture Hall, 

Hamilton Public.- Library, 
55 Main Street, West', 
MacNab. Street Entrance,, ... 
Hamilton,. Ontario. . . 


■):- 

-?!- 


■if 

■Jf- 


" ,r ‘ / ° r e, 'C7wv -,nBrWf indt k n -'\ /r'w“A /o,- /v >B: iBBwBBBBBBHBBBBBBBBBBBBeSBBBBB^-JHBBBBBBBJ* 


The next Personally-.:.Presented AUDUBON' WILDLIFE FILM will 1 be 
held on Friday, December 15, 1961 - "ROVIN G THREE CONTINENTS ", with ;1 
Bristol Foster. 
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•KBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBfr 
•^JUNIOR C L U a NEWS *- 
^bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbs- 


EXECUTIVE 


Advisor 

Dr. Douglas Davies 

JA. 9-5130 

President 

tfill Tilbury 

LI. 5-3364 

Vice-President 

Nan Coolsma 

JA. 9-6290 

Secretary 

Mike Ardeline 

LI. 9-8419 

Vice-Secretary 

Bill Smith 

JA. 9-5266 

Records Secretary 

Fred Selman 

JA. 9-2739 

Study Area Director 

Alfred Senior 

LI. 9-3977 

Representatives for 

Sylvia Idema 

FU. 3-6411 

those under 14 years: 

Gordon Commodore 

JA. 7-6213 

JUNIOR SHOW 

FOR THE SEN 

I 0 R CLUB 


NOW is the time to start planning, if you haven't already 
done so. The Junior Show in January, 1962, is your chance to 
show the Senior members - and your parents - the collections 
and displays you have made. You will also be able to talk about 
hobbies and trips, because you and your friends will be asked to 
give speeches. (And don't be shy, because it's easy to give a 
speech when you are among friends, when there are no teachers 
marking you down for little mistakes.) If you are not giving a 
speech, how about planning to take part in t he panel discussion? 

Don't forget about the presentation of the ROSS THOMPSON 
Trophyl 

Last year's show was a great success. We had displays of 
shells, rocks, insects, bird wings, books, nature scrapbooks, 
lead? collections, flower collections, wildlife stamp collections 
and, above all,—paintings and sketches, for we have many bud¬ 
ding artists in the Club, 

NOV/ you have some ideas. Maybe you can think of more. So 
if you want to contribute to the success of this show, tell us 
your plans at the next meeting. 

- Ralph Idema 

FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS 

MEETINGS 

Saturday, November 4th, 1961 - 7.30 P.M . - Y.W.C.A. - Main Street west of JamesStreet 

Room "E " -- 

This will be our informal Members' Night. Discussion, records, collections 
and plans for future activities will be the order of the evening. 

Saturday, November 18th, 1961 - 7.30 P. M. - Y.W.C.A . - Main St. west of James St . 

Room "E" 

Guest speaker for November, MR. LEO FUSICOVSKY has taken a trip into Mexico, 
capturing the mood of the land in coloured slides and in an array of plant specimens 
and souvenir material. Recapturing the Mexican spirit, the talk is entitled; 

MEXICO - THE LAND OF CONTRAST . Come and bring a friend to share this treat. 



FIELD TRIP 


;jO»: 


Sunday,.November 19th, 1961 - NOVEMBER -HIKE '-. 

The Junior Club Hike has been planned under the leadership of MR. GEORGE NORTH. 
Come . prepared for a hearty .day- afield bring your lunch - .wear suitable warm 
clothing. Meet at KING. STREET and UNIVERSITY AVENUE at 9.00 A.M . 

; ,. :• • .! •.- ! r.i, -:u .:■■■■ ; • . 


..; .WAT E_'R S . 


■< Silent waters, how still you are, 

.As our small canoe slips throngh the shallows 
Beneath the deepening darting shadows 
Of weeping willows along your rim. 

>'i Ltuiet waters, hdw lonely you seem, 

'■) As the night wind-o'er your surface brushes, 
And each diurnal' sound dies down and hushes, 
.And the blue sky bbgins to dim. 

Limpid waters, how lovely you are. 

As the twilight turns your surface to gems 
Set in the velvet of rippling•hems, 

And splashes your shores with gold. 


And, placid waters, how peaceful you grow 
As, with day, wans the flickering light. 
And, shielded with ashes of oncoming night,. 
.Jourfall asleep in-God's arms./' , 


♦«»*Marina Idema 

• i' :: -' 


ANOTHER JAUNT AROUND THE MARSH 
By Ralph Idema , 

On a warm Sunday morning last September, six Junior Club members met at King 
and University Avenue, There was still a misty haze when we started westward along 
the railway tracks. This was not just a hike for birds but for insects as well. 

Along the tracks we found two Arambycid beetles, the type that have already destroyed 
large sections of forest in Canada. A little farther on, we caught two parasitic 
insects, a T achinid and an Ichneumon fly. At this point we met our old friend, an 
aC ^j Ve birder with a telescope. From here on things picked up, birdwise, and we were 
suddenly in the middle of a pocket of warhlers. After spending some time identifying 
bird after bird, we went on to Dundas to fill up with a bottle of pop. 

Next we were going east, along the Dundas canal to the Hydro station. The reek 
of canal, dump and nearby hackwaters was enough to drive even the buzzards away. 

We did see some hawks though, for close to the Hydro station we watched a small flight 




of about 75 Rough-v r inged Hawks. It was soon, lunohtime and S>»+rw»-«n awHtthfule of dJy 
bread, we observed. Wood. Ducks «md Teal through the telescope. 

By the time we reached the study area, the sun was beating down unbearably. 

We walked on to the shady retreat about the mouth of the creek, where the biggest 
elms in the district grow close together with the largest poison'ivy vines in 
Ontario climbing up them. Also, there was the constant ring of mosquitoes in our 
ears. There Was not a complete lack of wildlife, however, for we found a brown 
and white caterpillar as big as .your middle finger. It is now a cocoon in a little 
jar under my bed, • The afternoon, however, was unbearably hot and humid. We just 
plodded on and on, once stopping at our abandoned orchard. Thus refreshed we went 
on through a humid ravine. We got a pleasant surprise as a deer jumped up a few 
feet in front of us but in a shake of a second it had disappeared and we were back 
to just walking along. After watching the ducks and coots in the marsh, we went on 
to Bull's Point where we have a very good look at a Yellow-billed Cuokoo. (We had 
already heard it calling for at least five minutes.) After passing the point we 
found another pocket of warblers and even saw a Tan'agerJ 

Well, we did more footwork and finally came to the northeast end of the marsh 
where we found a few shorebirds' to add to the day 4 s list. It was time to go home 
and even though it had been very hot, we were not at all. discontented, for we had 
seen plenty of birds and c aught a good boxful of insects, I think that such a 
trip can be healthier and a lot more exciting for the Juniors than just riding 
around in the back of a oar on a Senior Club hike. 


ft## 






WIDGEON GRASS, Ruppia maritima , is a submerged species of 
plant, found in shallow bays. Its impartiality to alkaline or 
saline waters makes this plant of immense value in these envir¬ 
onments, The seeds and foliage are consumed by waterfowl. 


.BURREED, Sparganium eurycarpum, is found along the margins 
of marshes in still or slowly moving water, Waterfowl and 
marshbirds eat the seeds, while muskrat copeume stems and 
foliage* Burreed also provides superior cover for wildlife. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to October 29 , I 96 I - 256 

Common Egret (2)0ct. 6 L Dundas Marsh . George & Laurel North 

Richardson's Goose (l)Oct„22 F Woodland Cemetery G. W. North, Toss Lawrie 
• Bran ' fc (l)0ct.20 P Dundas Marsh G, W. North 

Buffiehead (3)0ct.20 P Dundas Marsh G. W. North 

Surf Scoter (4)0ct. 1 P Appleby Line; Bay John B. Miles, G. North 

Common Scoter (l)Oct„. 7 F Appleby Line . . .Tony Mason, G, W. North 

Common Merganser (2)0ct.21 P Dundas Marsh J. Miles, G. North 

Red-br„ ; Merganser (l7)0ot. 7 P Lake at Appleby .Line Tony Mason, G. W. North 
Rough-legged Hawk (5)Sep.l6 P.Rort Credit Lucie McDougall 

Peregrine Falcon.. (l)Sep,l 6 P Port Credit , Lucie McDougall 

Purple Sandpiper (l)Sep„26 A Strathearne Dock G. W, North 

Parasitic Jaeger (2)Sep. 5 P Lome Park David West 

Franklin's Gull (l)Oct. 7 L Appleby Line . Tony Mason, G, W. North 

Little Gull (l)Oct. 7 F Port Nelson " " " " 

Caspian Tern (l)Sep-„26 L Strathearne Dock G. W. North 

Short-eared Owl (l)Sep.l3 PMtn., Grimsby Beach George Meyers 

Common Nighthawk (5)0ct.ll L Aldershot David & Thelma Powell 

Chimney Swift (l)Oct. 8 L " " " » . n m 

Ruby-t,' Hummingbird (lloct.22 L " " ", " . " ti 

Gt.Cr. Flycatcher (l)Sep.25 L Milton Huber Moore 

Yellow-b. " " (l)Sep.l6 L Westdale Park J. B. Miles 

Least Flycatcher (2)Sep.24 L Bull's Lane ' J. Miles, "L. & G.” North 

E, Wood Pewee (l)Oct. 6 L N, of Milton Huber Moore 

Blue Jay (3,0.11 )0ot. 2 Lome Park. Don Perks ' 

Bl„-c. Chickadee- {990)0ct,22 Woodland Cemetery ' Toss Lawrie, G. W. North 

Hermit Thrush (l)Sep.27 P Westdale Park . , G P W,.North 

Philadelphia'Vireo'’ (i)Gct.iO L N. of Milton ' ' Huber'Moore' 

Waxbling Vireo (l)Oct. 1 L Ancaster Robt.A, H,.Westmore. 

Black-&AWh;' Warbler'(l ) 0 ct, 4 L N'. of Miiton Huber Moore 

Parula Warbler (l)Oct. 4 L " " " " 

fellow WarblOr. (2)Sep.'9 L’Marshj Spencer Creek j. B. Miles 

Magnolia Warbler (l)Oct. 8 L Westdale Park Laurel &.G, North 

Cape May.Warbler (2)Sep,30 L " " Don Bucknell, J„ Miles 

Black-th.Blue Warbl.( 2 ) 0 ct. 8 L " " L. North; Curry, Olmsted 

Blackburnian Warbler(5)Sep„30 L Bull's Lane, etc. Don Bucknell, J. Miles 
Chestnut-sided Warb.(l)0ot. 7 L Westdale Park Tony Mason, G. North 

Bay-breasted Warbler( 2 ) 0 ct-„ 7 L " " " 11 11 11 

Blackpoll Warbler (l)Oct, 9. E " 11 G. North, R, Westmore . 

Pine Warbler (l)Oct. 4 L N, of Milton Huber Moore 

N, Waterthrush (l)Sep.24 L Strathearne Docks R. Nagasaki, M. Williamsor 

Kentucky Warbler (l)Sep.lO A Port Credit Mrs. Joan Gunn 

('liOct .14 L Erihdale Mrs. Muriel Matson 

Mourning Warbler (l)Oct. 2 L N. of Milton Huber Moore 

Wilson'-S Warbler • • h)0dt;il ’L 'N. of Milton ' Huber Moore 

Canada Warbler (5)Sep.l6 L Bull's Point, etc. J. B. Miles 

American Redstart ■ • (l)Oct.' 8 L 'Westdale Park ' " " "R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Evening Grosbeak (l)Oct. 1 P Bull's Lane John Olmsted 

Pine •Siskin ( 3 > 0 ct»- ’6 F N. of Mil't'on.Huber Moore 

Tree Sparrow (l)0ct.22 F Dundas Hydro Station G. W. North 

White-crowned Spar, (G)Oct.- 1 - F Ancaster . R. A.' H.' Westmore ' 

Lapland Longspur (l)0ct.22 P Mount Nemo area E. W, Bastin, J. Miles. 

Snow Bunting.(lO)Oc-t-.28 -P -end- Rorborough 'Ave.' William Tilbury ' 













REMOVE FOR MAILING 


TO: 


Miss Evelyn Morris, Membership Chairman, 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 

Apartment 401 , 

107 St. Joseph's Drive, 

HAMILTON, Ontario. ( ) 


Renewal 
New Member 
Change of Address 


Enclosed please find $ 


( ) Benefactor $3,000.00 

( ) Life Member 100.00 

( ) Joint Members - 

Husband and Wife 6.00 

( ) Student Member 2.00 

(still in school) 

( ) Junior Member . 1.00 


(under 18 years old) 


.my membership fees for 1961-62. 

( ) Corresponding Member $1.50 

(for persons who live 20 
miles or more from Hanalton and 
who seldom attend meetings) 

( ) Life Fellow $500.00 

( ) Contributing Member 10.00 

( ) Active Member 5 .00 


N«B. - It is important for our mailing accuracy that 

the Club be notified of any change in your address '. 

NAME (Mrs., Miss, Mr.) . 

ADDRESS ... 

TELEPHONE . 

Enclosed also is my contribution of $.to aid the Sanctuary Fund of 

the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. - 


I.suggest that you contact the following persons who are interested in natural 
history and conservation: 


(1) 

NAME .... 


address . 

(2) 

NAME .... 


ADDRESS.. 

(3) 

NAME. 


ADDRESS.. 
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* HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB * 

% # 

# CHRISTMAS CARD SUPPLY # 


BUY MOW 


?<■ 

* 


Members of the Hamilton Naturalists 1 Club are notified 
that Christmas Cards and Ha sti-notes, published by the Fed¬ 
eration of On 4 -rio Naturalists are available now. Our Club 
supply dwindled appreciably through sales at the Thanksgiving 
Weekend Camp. Get some at the Monthly Meeting in the Lecture 
Hall, Hamilton Public Library, on Monday, November 13th, 1961: 

"Cardinal" - by Bob Bateman per box $1,50 

"Water Lily" - by Sylvia Hahn per box $1,50 

"Water Lily" Hasti-notes (6 3/4 x 5i) per box $1.50 

(12 folders & envelopes to a box) 


•)nr!!“ -/Hwc 


# # 

* 

* SPOOKY HOLLOW EXPLORED * 

•i!- x 

* *■ 

* Two excursions scheduled for Sunday, October 22nd, 196l * 


coincided delightfully. Participation in a "long day" at the 
SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY was enjoyed by all. About nine o'clock 
in the morning members of the Executive of the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Club arrived at SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY . Signs were 
posted about the perimeter of the sanctuary lot, all marked 
trails were traversed and details of our earlier flyleaf map 
were checked and verified for accuracy. Later in the afternoon 
participants in the Long Point and Turkey Point Car Trip joined 
forces with the Executive, until a procession of some thirty 
cars lined the roadway before the sanctuary property, 

Mrs. Anderson, adjacent property owner was present to 
help guide the guests. Mr. Monroe Landon, eminent botanist 
of Simcoe, Ontario, led a tour to point out sites of those 
plants recorded in the published list (" The Wood Duck . Vol. 15, 
No. 3, September, 1961). The luxuriant stands of Maiden-hair 
Fern were a highlight feature of this year's growth there on 
Sunday . Our memory of this introduction to SPOOKY HOLLOW 
SANCTUARY will be sharpened with permanent illustrations, as 
news photographers were present to record the activity. 

We give you this special news item on SPOOKY HOLLOW 
SANCTUARY hoping that you will be inspired to support the 
Club's SANCTUARY FUND . The Sanctuary Committee plan to pay 
off the balance of the mortgage on SPOOKY HOLLOW by December 
1st, 1961. With your contribution we can meet this objective: 
no contribution is too small. SUPPORT THE SANCTUARY FUNDI 

-IBB!- -IBB!- -IBB!- 



